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1 1116-18 E. Glendale Avenue

5 3940 Frederick Avenue
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2 4457 Stowell Avenue

6 3921 Prospect Avenue

10 3615-17 Morris Boulevard

3 2420 Olive Street

7 3501 Summit Avenue

11 Hubbard Park
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8 2204 Menlo Boulevard
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The Village of Shorewood
Department of Public Works
3801 N. Morris Blvd.
Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211-2303
414.847.2650 • fax 414.847.2651
villageofshorewood.org/dpw

WELCOME TO A FASCINATING WALKING TOUR THAT SHOWCASES
SHOREWOOD’S SIGNIFICANT STREET TREES. THE LARGEST OF THEIR
SPECIES IN SHOREWOOD, THESE 11 TREES HIGHLIGHT THE DIVERSITY
AND SIZE OF OUR VILLAGE’S SPECTACULAR URBAN FOREST.
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Begin with the biggest! This 53” white ash
at 1116-18 E. Glendale Avenue is Shorewood’s
largest street tree. This giant is estimated to be
more than 80 years old and is still actively growing
(measured 48” in diameter in 2007). Native to
eastern North America, white ash were popular
urban trees for both their spectacular fall foliage
and rapid growth. For this reason, ash have been
over-planted in many areas, making the Emerald
Ash Borer (EAB) infestation especially devastating.
This tree was among the first ash to be treated
against EAB when Shorewood began its program
in 2009.
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Stroll east to and then south on Oakland
Avenue. Continue east on Lake Bluff Boulevard
to Stowell Avenue. Proceed north to the large
silver maple at 4457 Stowell Avenue. Native to
most of the eastern half of the United States, the
silver maple is not widely favored as a street tree,
primarily because its brittle wood is prone to storm
damage – several trees larger than this at the time
of the original walking tour in 2012 have been
lost. This huge silver maple (Acer saccharinum) has
survived for decades and measures 37” in diameter.
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Proceed south to Olive Street. Hang a
right and behold the awesome American elm
at 2420 Olive. Native to the eastern and central
regions of the Unity States and southern Canada,
the stately American elm once lined this country’s
urban streets, including those in Shorewood.
Today only a handful of these beauties remain. This
specimen boasts a diameter of 51 inches and based
on its estimated age we can assume it was among
the first trees planted on this block in the 1920’s.
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Take a few steps west to the gingko at
2401 Olive. Referenced as “living fossils” because
earliest evidence of their existence dates back
some 270 million years, ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba)
have proven themselves to be great adapters that
tolerate the drought, heat and poor soils of urban
areas. This ginkgo is 27 inches in diameter. While
trees of this species have been documented to live
as long as 3,000 years, this specimen is probably not
more than 60 years old.

5

Head south on Prospect Avenue then
west on Capitol Drive. Turn left to go south on
Frederick Avenue to the littleleaf linden at 3940.
Native to Europe, the littleleaf linden (Tilia cordata)
tolerates tough urban conditions - including air
pollution - well. Its small, fragrant flowers appear in
June and into July. It has been used as a shade tree
since ancient times and its dense canopy makes it a
valuable street tree. Mature specimens can reach 60
feet in height. This tree has a diameter of 33 inches
and an estimated height of 33 feet.

6

Walk south then east on Shorewood
Boulevard to Prospect Avenue. A few houses
north you’ll find the hackberry tree at 3921. The
hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) is found throughout
the upper half of the eastern United States, the
Great Plains and southern Canada. It is easily
recognized by its light gray, warty bark. A relative
of the elm, the hackberry is a forgiving urban tree,
tolerant of most soil and moisture conditions. This
tree measures 30 inches in diameter.

7

Stroll south on Prospect then east on
Menlo Boulevard to Summit Avenue. Turn south
and continue to the green ash at 3501 Summit.
The green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) is native to
eastern and central North America. It was a popular
urban tree, well-known for its adaptability to most
conditions and heavily used among American cities
to replace elms lost to Dutch Elm disease. Today it
is under attack from the EAB. This 38-inch diameter
tree was among the first treated against EAB by
Village forestry staff in 2009.
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Continue west on Edgewood Avenue
to Maryland. Turn north and then east on
the north side of the Menlo Boulevard to the
Norway maple across from 2204 Menlo. Another
specimen widely used to replace street trees lost
to Dutch elm disease, the Norway maple (Acer
platanoides) is a species of maple native to eastern
and central Europe and western Asia. Generally
considered a good street tree candidate for its
tolerance of urban conditions, fast growth and
deep shade, today the Norway maple is considered
by many to be an undesirable landscape tree due
to its invasive and weedy nature. This tree measures
36” in diameter.
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Follow Menlo west to Murray and head
north to the Basswood that straddles the
property line at 3700-02 and 3704 Murray.
Linden and basswood are both common names
for trees of the Tilia genus. The basswood (Tilia
Americana) is native to the eastern and central
regions of North America. A favorite of bees
because of its abundant early summer flowers, the
tree is commonly referred to as the bee tree. It is a
popular street tree in the eastern United States. This
basswood measures 38-inches in diameter and is
estimated to be nearly 100 years of age.
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Walk east on Newton to Morris Boulevard.
A few houses south of the intersection is
the honeylocust at 3615-17. The honeylocust
(Gleditsia triacanthos) is a common street tree in
urban areas, prized for its adaptability to harsh
conditions. Honeylocust are typically among the
last trees to leaf out in the spring and the first to
lose leaves in the fall. This tree measures 34 inches
in diameter. Native forms of this species may grow
to 80 feet in height, the approximate height of this
thornless variety.
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Stoll south to Hubbard Park. Through the
tunnel and to the north behind the River Club
building you’ll find a grove of specimen oak
trees. Among them are several 30+ inch diameter
northern red oak, white oak and bur oak. These
trees are among the oldest in Shorewood, with
some of the larger specimens likely exceeding 150
years of age! Seeing these trees in person provides
a glimpse of what Shorewood would have looked
like before early European settlers cleared the
surrounding land for farming. The Shorewood
Men’s Club has donated several young oak trees
that will grow to take the place of the old giants,
helping to insure that future generations can enjoy
the many benefits that these trees provide.

We hope you enjoyed your walking tour
of Shorewood’s spectacular street trees.
If you have any questions regarding
these noteworthy trees or any of Shorewood’s
forestry initiatives, please contact the
Department of Public Works
at 414.847.2650 or visit
villageofshorewood.org/dpw.

