MAP FACTS
From the Village of Shorewood and the Shorewood Waters Project
The facts below can be used with the Milwaukee’s Waters map in your classroom to connect your
students to their local waterways. We are so lucky to live in a water-rich region! Lake Michigan is
the source of our drinking water and Milwaukee’s 3 rivers flow into the lake. They’re all
connected. These waterways are an extremely important economic and recreational resource and
home to a wide variety of fish, reptiles, mammals, birds and other creatures.

General Facts:
Milwaukee has 3 rivers: The Milwaukee, Menomonee and
Kinnickinnic rivers
The borders of Shorewood are two great waters: the Milwaukee
River and Lake Michigan
The Milwaukee River begins (the headwaters) in Fond du Lac
County. The river is 104 miles long with many tributaries and
contains many agricultural lands before it reaches Milwaukee.
The Menomonee River begins in Germantown. The river is
33 miles long and is the most industrialized river.
The Kinnickinnic River, also known as the “KK” begins in
Milwaukee near General Mitchell Airport. This river is 9.6 miles
long and is the most urban of the 3 rivers.
All three rivers come together in downtown Milwaukee and flow
into Lake Michigan by Summerfest and Discovery World.

Environmental Facts:
Why is the health of these waterways important? Lake Michigan
is the source of our drinking water and all 3 rivers flow into Lake Michigan.
To understand how to protect these waterways it is important to understand storm water.
What is storm water? When it rains or snow melts this water washes over the land and collects
all the litter, chemicals and animal poo on the land. This dirty mix is storm water.
Storm water flows into the streets, parking lots and playgrounds and then into storm drains.
Where do the storm drains go? Most often they flow right into a local river or Lake Michigan!
In some areas in Shorewood the storm drains combine with sanitary drains from our homes
and schools and flows into the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District where the water is
filtered and treated and then directed back to Lake Michigan.
TAKE THE STUDENTS OUTSIDE AFTER A RAIN TO SHOW THEM HOW STORM WATER FLOWS
AND WHERE IT GOES.
All of Milwaukee’s rivers, like rivers nationwide, have been in bad shape over the last 150 years
due to people living on and near the waters and the large amount of manufacturing that used
and dumped into these waters.

However, over the last 20 years Milwaukee’s rivers are all becoming more healthy with efforts
by industry and individuals.
The Milwaukee River is in the best shape in most places than the other 3 rivers. The variety of
fish and wildlife has increased dramatically which is a sign of healthy waters.
The Menomonee is the 2nd healthiest river in Milwaukee, however, there is much more work to
do in the Menomonee River Valley by Miller Park to clean it up because of all the industry that
was there.
The Kinnickinnic River is in the worst shape of all the rivers, but recent efforts have begun to
help bring this river back to health. In 2007 the KK was listed as the 7th worst river in the US.

Historical Facts:
Native Americans lived along Milwaukee’s rivers and Lake Michigan for hundreds of years
before the Europeans (white man) came to this area. They used these waterways as highways
to travel via canoe and as a rich source of food – wild rice in wetlands, fish and water fowl.
Milwaukee was a ‘gathering place’ for many tribes because of these waterways.
In the early 1800’s Europeans came to this area and also settled along the lake and rivers.
By the mid-1800’s they setup manufacturing along the rivers to use the water for their
businesses such as meat packing, breweries and leather tanning companies that made
Milwaukee famous. These businesses often returned very dirty water and chemicals directly
into the waterways until they became so polluted the waterways were like open sewers. It
wasn’t until the Clean Water Act in the 1970’s that companies were stopped from dumping
dirty water directly into the rivers and Lake Michigan.
Also in the 1800’s schooners sailed Lake Michigan
transporting goods and people. You could see hundreds
of schooners like Milwaukee’s Denis Sullivan off
Shorewood’s coast and in Milwaukee harbor.
On some days, 450 feet off Atwater Beach, under the
buoy, you can see the sunken remains of the wood hull
streamer, the Appomattox. This 319’ vessel was one of
the largest wooden vessels ever built on the Great Lakes
SV Denis Sullivan
and carried iron ore and coal. She launched in 1896 and
sunk in heavy fog in 20 feet of water in 1905.
ATWATER PARK: Shorewood’s lakefront was farmland until the late 1800’s. In 1916 Atwater
Park was created and wooded stairs were built to the beach.
HUBBARD PARK: From the early 1870’s until about 1915 there were a series of amusement
parks located along the Milwaukee River at Hubbard Park.
Questions? Contact Kae DonLevy at 414-588-0617 or swp@villageofswhorewood.org
The Shorewood Waters Project is a program of the Village of Shorewood created in 2012,
to connect Shorewood residents to their waterways and provide solutions
to protect them for generations to come.

