
RESOLUTION201508

RESOLUTIONEXPRESSINGTHEVILLAGEOFSHOREWOODSSUPPORTFORTHEREMOVALOFTHE
ESTABROOKDAM

WHEREASTheVillageofShorewoodswesternboundaryistheMilwaukeeRiverandtheVillagelies
immediatelydownstreamoftheEstabrookDamand

WHEREASinOctober2006theVillageofShorewoodadoptedtheMilwaukeeRiverShorelandOrdinanceto
preventandcontrolwaterpollutionprotectspawninggroundsforfishandaquaticliferegulatebuildingsetbacks
fromtheriverandpreserveshorecoverandnaturalbeautyalongtheMilwaukeeRiverand

WHEREASinDecember2007theVillageofShorewoodadoptedaComprehensiveOutdoorRecreationPlan
whichcalledforthestabilizationandformalizationofthenaturepathalongthesideoftheMilwaukeeRiverwhich
extendsnorthwardfromHubbardParktoEstabrookParkandsouthwardtotheCityofMilwaukeeanddirectedthe
Villagetoworkwithadjacentcommunitiestoimprovetheecologicalconditionofthebluffandriveredge
environmentsand

WHEREASinMay2009theVillageofShorewoodapprovedtheB4RiverDistrictRiparianRestorationandTrail
ProjectPlanwhichprovidedatraildesignandbluffrestorationplanalongtheMilwaukeeRiverwhichincludes
rehabilitationofanexistingtrailalongtheriversedgeandrestoringthebluffintermsofstabilizationdrainageand
vegetationand

WHEREASthe2009updateoftheVillageofShorewoodVision2015ImplementationPlanreaffirmedthe
Villagesgoaltoprotectandenhancepublicgreenspacesinwaysthatincreasethenumberofusesaswellsas
numberofusersincludingspecificallythepublicspacesalongtheMilwaukeeRiverand

WHEREASinDecember2010theVillageofShorewoodapprovedaresolutionsupportingtheMilwaukeeRiver
GreenwayMasterPlanandcommittedtoworkcooperativelywithotherpartnerstocoordinateShorewoods
MilwaukeeRivereffortswiththeoveralleffortstoimprovethequalityoftheMilwaukeeRivercorridorand

WHEREASTheEstabrookDamontheMilwaukeeRiverhasbeenindeclineforthepastseveralyearsandthere
arenumerousoutstandingmaintenanceandrepairrequirementsperStateDamSafetyregulationsthathavenotbeen
addressedtodateand

WHEREASThedamhasmajorstructuralissuesandisacrumblingpublicnuisancethathasntoperatedsincea
2008WisconsinDepartmentofNaturalResourcesordertoshutitdownand

WHEREASTheownerofthedamMilwaukeeCountyiscurrentlyunderaDNRordertorepairorremovethe
EstabrookDambytheendof2016and

WHEREASThereisnoviablereasontomaintainthedamandkeepitpermanentlyopenastheshorttermrepair
costsandTongtermmaintenancecostsofthatscenariowouldfarexceedremovalcostsand

WHEREASThedamremovalalternativemeansthecompleteremovalofthedamincludingthegatedcontrol
structureandfixedcrestspillwayandthecreationofafreeflowconditionand

WHEREASRemovingthedamwouldyieldthegreatestpositiveimpactsonriverecologyfloodmanagement
waterqualitysedimentmanagementfishandaquaticlifeterrestrialwildlifeandrecreationand

WHEREASFreeFlowconditionswouldsupportnaturalwetlandhydrologyandthereforenotnegativelyimpact
herptilesandinvertebratesandmayresultinanetgainofwetlandacreageand

WHEREASRemovalofthedamwouldalsoallowforunimpededpassageofbothfishandboatsand

WHEREASTheecologicalhealthcreatedbyafreeflowingriveroffersgreaterTongtermvaluethanmaintaining



thepresentwaterbodybehindthedamand

WHEREASin2012theMilwaukeeCountyCircuitCourtdeclaredtheEstabrookDamapublicnuisanceand
MilwaukeeCountyhasanobligationundertheCourtsorderandacivicdutytoitsresidentstoabatethenuisance
and

WHEREASThereisanongoinglawsuitMilwaukeeRiverkeepervsMilwaukeeCountyMilwaukeeCountyCase
Number2011CV8784whichseeksremovalofthedamand

WHEREASTheSouthEastWisconsinRegionalPlanningCommissionSEWRPChasdesignatedtheMilwaukee
Riverasaprimaryenvironmentalcorridorand

WHEREASBothHubbardParkandEstabrookParkarevitallyimportanttocommunityrecreationinourVillage
and

WHEREASRemovalofthedamistheonlyoptiontopermanentlyabatethepublicnuisancecausedbyyearsof
neglect

NOWTHEREFOREataregularmeetingoftheVillageBoardoftheVillageofShorewoodheldonthe15dayof
June2D15aquorumbeingpresentandamajorityoftheBoardvotingthereforesaidBoarddoesresolveasfollows

BEITRESOLVEDthattheShorewoodBoardofVillageTrusteesexpressesitssupportfortheremovalofthe
EstabrookDamandurgesMilwaukeeCountyandtheWisconsinDepartmentofNaturalResourcestopursuethe
damremovalalternativeassoonaspracticableandbeit

FurtherResolvedthattheActingVillageClerkshallforwardcopiesofthisresolutiontoMilwaukeeCounty
ExecutiveChrisAbelemembersoftheMilwaukeeCountyBoardofSupervisorsandtheWisconsinDepartmentof
NaturalResourcesandbeit

FurtherResolvedthattheVillageAttorneyshallforwardacertifiedcopyofthisresolutiontoMilwaukeeCounty
CircuitCourtJudgeChristopherRFoley

PASSEDandADOPTEDbytheVillageBoardoftheVillageofShorewoodMilwaukeeCountyWisconsinthis
15thdayofJune2015

GuyWJohnson
VillagePresident

Attest

rrisSartz
ActingVillageClerk


