
 
Plan Commission  
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday October 25, 2016 
3930 N. Murray Ave Village of Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211  

 
1. Call to order. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Roll call. 

Chair Pres. Guy Johnson  Aye 
Tim Hansmann   Aye 
Eric Couto    Aye 
Chris Gallagher   Aye 
Kari Smith    Aye 
Tr. Mike Maher   Aye 
Barbara Kiely Miller  Aye 
Nate Piotrowski   Aye 
Leah Blankenship   Nay 
 

3. Approval of September 27, 2016 meeting minutes. 
Mr. Piotrowski moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Couto. Vote 8-0 to 
approve. 
 
Village Attorney Nathan Bayer said while minutes may be detailed, that the law doesn’t 
require. If the minutes are so detailed it may be argued that they represent a 
comprehensive discussion and that any conversation on policy could be taken as fact. Mr. 
Bayer suggested reducing the level of detail to minutes so they are not selective.   
 

4. Statement of Public Notice. 
Planning Director Ericka Lang stated the meeting was posted and published according to 
local and state regulations. 

 
5. Consent Agenda and Public Hearing:  

Chair Johnson opened the public hearing at 6:41 p.m. to see if anyone wanted to be heard 
on these items. None noted and the public hearing was closed at 6:41 p.m. 
 
a. Consideration of conditional use application for installation of solar panels at 

residential property 4221 N. Morris Blvd 
 

b. Consideration of conditional use application for installation of solar panels at 
residential property 4269 N. Olsen Ave. 

 
c. Consideration of conditional use application for installation of solar panels at 

residential property 3726 N. Morris Blvd 
 

d. Consideration of conditional use application for installation of solar panels at 
residential property 2212 E. Menlo Blvd. 
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Mr. Gallagher moved to approve all items under consent, seconded by Mr. Hansmann. 
 
Ms. Kiely Miller asked to removed items 5c and 5d from the consent agenda. 
 
Members voted 8-0 to approve items 5a and 5b. 

 
6. Items removed from consent agenda. 

  
Items 5c and 5d were removed from the consent agenda due to a concern regarding snow 
and water runoff off the panels onto neighboring properties.  
 
Mr. Maher moved to approved item c for 3726 N. Morris Blvd for installing 14 solar 
panels, seconded by Mr. Gallagher. Mike Cornell from Arch Electric was present. Vote 8-
0 to approve. 
 
Mr. Couto moved to approve item d for 2212 E. Menlo Blvd, seconded by Mr. Maher. 
Homeowner Dan Wycklendt was present. Vote 8-0 to approve. 

 
7. Public Hearing: Consideration of conditional use application for a temporary 

holiday tree business at municipal lot 3505 N. Oakland Avenue. 
Mr. Johnson opened the public hearing at 6:45 p.m. for anyone wishing to speak. Hearing 
none, the public hearing was closed at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Planning Director Ericka Lang introduced. 
 
Mr. Gallagher moved to approve the conditional use application, seconded by Mr. 
Piotrowski. 
Mr. Maher noted the request for a three-year approval. Mr. Bayer relayed that time may 
be applied to conditional uses.  
 
Mr. Maher moved to approve the conditional use for a three-year period from year 2016 
to 2018, seconded by Mr. Hansmann. Vote on amendment, 8-0. 
 
Vote for amended motion, 8-0. 

 
 

8. Consider recommendation of zoning amendment for Milwaukee River district bluff 
parcels to parks district P-3. 
Ms. Lang introduced the item, explaining that three parcels along the Milwaukee River, 
directly south of Capitol Drive, are recommended for rezoning to P-3 Park Preservation. 
The first parcel is a small piece of land owned by Milwaukee County who requested the 
amendment. The other two bluff parcels were dedicated by two developers. Shorewood’s 
River Riparian Plan adopted in 2009 recommended improving the bluff area for 
accessibility and eliminating invasive species. 
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Mr. Maher moved to recommend to the Village Board to rezone the three parcels along 
the Milwaukee River as presented in the materials dated October 25, 2016, seconded by 
Mr. Hansmann. 
 
Mr. Maher reminded commissioners of Shorewood’s Shoreland Zoning ordinance that 
prohibits building along the bluff. 
 
Vote to approve the recommendation, 8-0. 
 

9. Schedule next meeting. 
A member preferred meetings on the regularly scheduled dates. The next meeting would 
be on November 22nd.  
 
Mr. Maher requested to add to the meeting agenda a proposal to amend the zoning for 
some parcels in River Park to P-3 Park Preservation. 
 

10. Adjournment. 
Mr. Piotrowski moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m.seconded by Ms. Smith. Vote 
8-0. 

 
Recorded by, 

 
 
Ericka Lang 


