
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee 
Minutes 

September 13, 2016 7 P.M. 
Village Hall 

3930 N. Murray Avenue, Shorewood, WI 53211 
 

 

1. Call to order. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m.   
 
Members present:  Chair Rachel Ellerman, Jerry Lynn, Thomas Kuhlmann, Matt Peaslee, 
and Dan Weber-Schulz (arrived at 7:10 p.m.)  
 
Members absent:  Dzidra Benish, Jennifer Picciolo, Trustee Davida Amenta 

 
2. Approval of August 9, 2016 Minutes. 

Mr. Kuhlmann moved to approve the August 9, 2016 minutes.  The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Peaslee.  Motion approved by 4-0 vote.   
 

3. Public Comments.   
A member of the public was in attendance to advocate for a bike lane on Oakland 
Avenue, similar to what was done on Oakland Avenue in Milwaukee.  Mr. Kuhlmann 
mentioned the bike lane on Oakland Avenue is in the Master Plan.  Mr. Burkart 
mentioned he can talk about this project with Village staff and put this on the agenda for 
future meetings to consider future actions.  The committee expressed interest in exploring 
this topic more. 
 

4. Police Department Update from Lt. Thomas Liebenthal 
Lt. Liebenthal was present for the Police Department’s quarterly report.  There were two 
bicycle-related accidents in the last quarter, both at fault of the bicyclists.  The committee 
expressed gratitude of the new report, which includes the map.  Lt. Liebenthal informed 
the committee that Police is still implementing enforcements of yielding to pedestrians, 
which there have been 18 for the year thus far.  Ms. Ellerman mentioned some comments 
on social media perhaps showing the need for more adult education of bicycling on 
Village streets. 

 
5. Updates with Staff Liaison Tyler Burkart 

Mr. Burkart informed the committee the traffic count will be performed in the next week 
depending on the weather.  The report of the count might be available in time for the 
October meeting.  Ms. Ellerman inquired about the new flash pedestrian lights outside of 
the Metro Market.  Mr. Burkart informed Ms. Ellerman that Village Planner Ericka Lang 
could provide more information.  Mr. Burkart also reminded the committee the Walking 
Friendly Communities award application will be due either December 2016 or June 2017.  
The committee would like to discuss a strategy for completing the application at a future 
meeting. 
 

6. Recap August 21 Farmer’s Market 
The committee expressed great satisfaction about the participation at the Farmer’s 
Market.  The committee suggested putting together a spreadsheet categorizing the 
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feedback cards from the Farmer’s Market.  Mr. Burkart will put together a spreadsheet 
for the committee to discuss at the October meeting.  The committee would like to 
discuss and commit to other public events to be present at in 2017.  Ms. Ellerman 
informed the committee the elementary schools will be doing a walk to school day in 
early October.  This could be a potential activity for education next year. 

 
7. Consider Locations for “Share the Walk” Signs 

Mr. Burkart let the committee know that they will need to finalize the locations by the 
first of 2017.  There was some discussion about wayfinding signs guiding residents to the 
trails.  The committee expressed having majority of the signs along Oakland and Capitol 
spaced out about 2-3 blocks.  The other two spots will be at the Village entry ways.  The 
co-chairs will bring a recommendation to the committee for next meeting. 

 
8. Discuss Snow and Ice Removal on Public Sidewalks 

Mr. Burkart informed the committee to send him any comments to forward to staff about 
this topic.  There is a potential for one of Ms. Basting’s students to do a project centered 
around this topic, as well.  Mr. Kuhlmann gave a background on what the Village 
currently does to enforce and monitor snow and ice removal on the corner of 
intersections.  Mr. Burkart mentioned the idea of asking Shorewood Today to publish a 
short article summarizing the responsibilities of the homeowner.  The committee 
expressed support for this idea. 

 
9. Update on the Wilson Drive Community Task Force 

Mr. Kuhlmann and Mr. Weber-Schulz provided an update. There are four overall 
solutions being considered between the work groups.  The steering committee feels it has 
taken this as far as it possibly can and is asking the Village to receive bids to create 
designs based on the four potential solutions. Mr. Kuhlmann reported the Superintendent 
provided him an update on the bicycling program for the schools.  

 
10. Future Agenda Items 

Mr. Weber-Schulz asked for feedback on crosswalk designs in the Village.  This is being 
discussed in relation to the Wilson Drive task force.  Other items include bike lane on 
Oakland Avenue, suggestions from the Farmer’s Market, list of public events for the 
committee to be present, and the Walking Friendly Community award application. 

 
11. Adjournment. 

Mr. Lynn moved to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Mr. Kuhlmann.  Motion 
approved by 5-0 vote.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
Tyler Burkart 
Assistant Village Manager 


